Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 133 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.041; wR factor = 0.098; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.5.
In the title compound, C 9 H 7 ClN 2 O 6 , the nitro groups and the ester group make dihedral angles of 44.0 (1), 89.6 (1) and 164.1 (1) , respectively, with the benzene ring. In the crystal, molecules are linked through weak C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogenbonding interactions. Molecules are stacked via -interactions about inversion centers, with a centroid-centroid distance of 3.671 (2) Å .
Related literature
For applications of the title compound as a herbicide and a related structure, see: Liu et al. (2010) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Comment
The title compound is useful as a herbicide (Liu et al., 2010) . In the title molecule (Fig. 1) , two nitro groups (O3/N1/O4 and O5/N2/O6) attached at C2 and C4 and the ester group (O1/C7/O2) attached at C6 form dihedral angles of 44.0 (1), 89.6
(1) and 164.1 (1)°, respectively, with the mean plane of the benzene ring (C1-C6). In the cyrstal structure, the molecules are linked through weak C-H···O hydrogen bonding interactions. The molecules are stacked via π-π interactions, about inversion centers with the ring centroid-centroid distance of 3.671 (2) Å.
Experimental
A sample of commercial ethyl 4-chloro-3,5-dinitrobenzoate (Aldrich) was crystalized by slow evaporation of a solution in methanol yielding colorless chunky crystals after several days.
Refinement
H atoms were placed in calculated positions with C-H = 0.99, 0.98 or 0.95 Å for methylene, methyl or aryl type H-atoms, respectively, and were refined in a riding mode with U iso (H) = 1.2 or 1.5U eq (C). Figures   Fig. 1 . A view of the title compound with the atomic numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids were drawn at the 50% probability level. 
Special details

